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Since 1952, when Midstate Communications was incorporated as a telephone
membership cooperative, they have proudly serviced the communication needs of
central South Dakota with state-of-the-art telecommunications technology and services.
Headquartered in Kimball, SD, Midstate currently services nearly 5000 access lines and
approximately 3,000 route miles of fiber optics throughout central South Dakota.

In 1952 the Articles of Incorporation for Midstate Telephone Company were drafted and
signed. During the almost half-century of service provided by Midstate Communications
many things have changed, personnel, technology, and customers. Through all this
change Midstate Communications has always maintained a simple business philosophy:
“Delivering the best technology, customer experience, and value to our members.”
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SDN COMMUNICATIONS.

SDN Communications interconnects the largest fiber network of the Northern Plains.
SDN got its start more than 30 years ago as South Dakota Network when today'’s rural
independent broadband companies were telephone companies looking to offer more
affordable long distance options to their rural customers. Collectively, those 17 rural
South Dakota broadband companies that own SDN cover 76 percent of the state’s
geography.

The network, built by SDN and its member owners, now touches more than 300
communities within South Dakota and eight neighboring states. SDN'’s partnerships
with broadband companies in South Dakota, lowa, and Minnesota have improved
connectivity and internet options for businesses throughout the region.



From the first telephone installed in 1899 to state-of-the-art high-speed fiber optic
networks, communications are essential in promoting community and prosperity in
South Dakota. Half of all South Dakotans live in small communities and rural areas,

and the 18 member companies of the South Dakota Telecommunications Association
(SDTA) are dedicated to providing broadband connectivity, enabling people to engage in
commerce and society online.

SDTA members know that broadband infrastructure and services are revolutionizing
life in small cities and rural communities throughout our state. And understand that
important aspects of our great South Dakota way of life - agriculture, business, health,
social, and education - are substantially dependent on the availability of high-speed,
high quality broadband services.
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Responding to opportunity and providing new technology to central and northeast
South Dakota are the hallmarks of Venture Communications since its beginning in 1952.
Known as Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative at its start, the newly formed enterprise
revolutionized communication. Growth was rapid and by 1955, 15 telephone exchanges
were active.

By the mid-1970s, Sully Buttes Telephone had nearly 4,000 telephone lines in service
and connected businesses, homes and ranches across a large territory.

Currently connecting areas of rural South Dakota to the world with gigabit speed
internet via a recently placed fiber to the home network. The cooperative, renamed
Venture Communications Cooperative in 2002, remains solidly rooted in its home
communities and committed to its customers.
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Serving friends and neighbors in central South Dakota, Kennebec Telephone Company
has been family owned and operated since 1908. Benefiting from progressive leadership
since its earliest days, the company is continually upgrading technology products and
service lines.

Being central to the life of the community is the way Kennebec Telephone Company
does business. The days when someone would call the switchboard and ask, “what time
does the train come in with the mail?” are long gone, but the company continues to bring
people together.

A member of the South Dakota Network (SDN), the Kennebec Telephone Company has
changed lives, achieved much and is integral to economic and community life.



JOIN THE TELECOM INDUSTRY

Telecommunications has been a backbone of South Dakota’s economy, connectivity
and communities since the first telegraph wires were strung prior to statehood.
Despite being a rural state with wide open spaces, South Dakota’s community based
rural telephone companies, including cooperatives, municipalities, tribal and small
family owned companies, have built and maintained networks across our vast State
dating back to the “party lines” many decades ago continuing to today, with our high
capacity broadband networks supporting fiber-to-the-premise and emerging 5G
technologies.

For more than fifty years, Mitchell Technical Institute’s Telecommunications program
has kept the industry supplied with highly qualified technicians who keep our state’s
networks operational. As we move into a new decade, we are facing new challenges
filling positions and ensuring that our telecom workforce is adequate to maintain
South Dakota’s reputation as a leader in broadband and wireless technology.

If you or someone you know is looking for an excellent career in this high-demand
occupation, you are encouraged to contact Mitchell Tech. Their newly named “Wi-Fi
and Broadband Technologies” (Telecommunications) program has openings, and,
with 100% placement in the program, students are on their way to a rewarding
career in just two years. Each graduate will also complete a summer internship with
a telecommunications company, giving them an advantage at hiring time. And the
program qualifies for the Build Dakota Scholarship, meaning all students have the
chance to apply for a full-ride scholarship.

Check out mitchelltech.edu for more information or contact the Admissions office at
800.864.1969 or email mtiadmissions@mitchelltech.edu.

SOUTH DAKOTA HALL OF FAME

VISIT 1480 S. MAIN, CHAMBERLAIN, SD 57325
CONNECT  SDEXCELLENCE.ORG

EMAIL SDHALLINFO@GMAIL.COM

CALL 605.234.4216




